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1.0 PREAMBLE

1.1 Introduction
The Forms 1 - 4 syllabus for Foreign Languages
(Chinese, French, KiSwahili and Portuguese) is
designed to introduce and develop communicative
and functional skills to learners so that they are alert
to the business opportunities and economic
dynamics of today’s world. It takes into account the
cultural, religious, social and economic
development aspects of the target language using
Information and Communication Technologies
(ICTs) in the classroom. The syllabus recognises
the use of a foreign language as a tool for inclusivity
that encourages learners to appreciate diversity
and differences, thus encouraging learners to be
competent citizens of the global village. The
syllabus aims to promote Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu
among learners through selection of appropriate
language learning materials. 

1.2 Rationale

A foreign language creates opportunities for the
learner to interact with an otherwise closed world.
Learning of Foreign Languages facilitates the
expansion of one’s skills/business/innovations into
foreign markets, while at the same time a learner
will be able to borrow new ideas from other
cultures. These languages offer a variety of
opportunities to learners from different learning
areas such as business and entrepreneurship, Arts
and Culture, Science and Technology to mention a
few. Foreign Languages are central in the economic
development of any given country. The Foreign
Languages: Chinese, French, KiSwahili and
Portuguese are used in SADC, AU and are also
United Nations official languages thus an important
medium of communication in the global market.

These Foreign Languages help learners to develop
critical understanding and communication skills that
are necessary for meaningful and active
participation in society and the world at large.
These are:

l Enterprise development (by facilitating
International trade)

l Empowerment
l Intercultural Communication and exchange of

ideas
l Creativity and innovation
l Problem solving
l Critical thinking
l Decision making
l ICT
l Conflict management
l Leadership
l Self management

1.3 Summary of Content (Knowledge,
Skills and Attitudes)
The Forms 1 – 4 Foreign Languages syllabus
focuses on the four macro language skills, namely
Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing as well
as Numeracy Skills necessary for business
purposes and cultural exchange activities. In this
syllabus the teaching and learning of visual, manual
and tactile skills is done to accommodate learners
with diverse learning needs.

1.4 ASSUMPTIONS
It is assumed that learners:

l have functional knowledge of an Indigenous
Language and English

l have an interest in learning a Foreign Language
l are able to learn and adopt the use of the Foreign

Language in day to day life
l have functional ICT skills

1.5 CROSS-CUTTING THEMES
In the teaching and learning of a Foreign Language, the
following cross cutting themes should be taken into
consideration through reading and listening passages.

l Gender
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l Disaster Risk Management
l Enterprise
l Health issues such as HIV and AIDS and other

chronic diseases
l Heritage Studies
l Children’s rights and responsibilities
l Environmental Issues
l Financial literacy
l Digital literacy
l Collaboration
l Cross cultural issues
l Conflict management

PRESENTATION OF SYLLABUS

The Forms 1 – 4 Foreign Languages syllabus is
presented as a single document that emphasises
the teaching of the four macro skills as well as
numeracy skills.

3.0 Aims

The syllabus should enable learners to:

3.1 acquire the four macro skills in the Foreign Language
while using visual, manual and tactile skills for
learners with diverse needs

3.2 develop an awareness of the importance of the target
language in the context of Zimbabwe’s economic,
scientific and cultural links with SADC, AU and the
International community.

3.3  develop an appreciation of other people’s languages,
cultures, religions, socio-economic and political
environments.

3.4 develop in learners an appreciation of aesthetic
qualities of Foreign Languages.

3.5  develop transferable skills (Soft Skills) such as
analysis, problem solving and drawing of inferences.

3.6  appreciate the target language as a means of
communication in the global village.

3.7  relate Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu to cultural values of
other countries.

4.0 SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES
The learner should be able to:
4.1 reproduce sounds in the target language well

enough for a native speaker to understand.
4.2  communicate needs, emotions and feelings in formal

and informal conversations.
4.3  draw comparisons between their own and other

cultures, religions, socio-economic and political
environments.

4.4  appreciate the aesthetic qualities of Foreign
Languages.

4.5  develop the love, respect and appreciation of
Foreign Languages.

4.6  read a variety of texts for knowledge and recreation.
4.7  utilise the language in the business and

entrepreneurial realm.
4.8  appreciate issues of social, religious and scientific

significance using the foreign languages.
4.9 solve problems in real life situations using

transferrable skills such as analysis, critical thinking
and drawing inferences.

4.10 demonstrate Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu through the use
of appropriate language and gestures (registers) in
different situations.

4.11 embrace diversities of foreign cultures’ norms and
values

4.12 earn a living through foreign languages.

5.0 METHODOLOGY AND TIME 
ALLOCATION

5.1 Methodology
The syllabus recommends use of functional and 
communicative approaches where learners are 
engaged in problem solving, collaborative and 
critical thinking activities. Through this approach, 
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language forms and structures are to be taught 
within relevant, cultural, social and economic
contexts.

The following teaching methods/strategies are 
recommended:

l Discussion
l Individual and group presentation
l Drama
l Role play/ Imitation and Simulation
l Poetry, song and dance
l Cultural immersion
l Educational tours
l ICT
l Research/Case studies
l Puppetry
l Videos and films
l Games and quizzes
l Diorama

Time allocation
For effective teaching of Foreign Languages at this level,
a time allocation of 5 periods of 35minutes per week is
recommended.

6.0 Topics
The learning and teaching of the Foreign Languages will
focus on the following macro skills and their sub skills:
l Listening/Observing
l Speaking/Signing
l Reading
l Writing/Brailling
l Supporting language structures
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9.0 ASSESSMENT

In the teaching and learning of the Secondary Forms 1 - 4 Foreign Languages, learners should
be continuously assessed throughout the learning of the Foreign Languages in the four macro
language skills as well as numeracy skills. Visual, manual and tactile skills are incorporated to
cater for learners with diverse needs.

The syllabus’ scheme of assessment is grounded on the principle of inclusivity. Arrangements,
accommodations and modifications must be visible in both continuous and summative assess-
ments to enable learners with special needs to access assessments.

9.1 Assessment Objectives

By the end of the four year course learners should be able to:

Listening
• respond appropriately to brief and direct questions and instructions.
• identify specific details in interviews, as well as in formal and informal dialogues, announcements and requests.
• identify different emotional expressions, ideas and attitudes therefore understanding the implied meaning of some 
one’s talk or speech.

Speaking
• construct and deliver grammatically correct sentences.
• give a simple account of common activities in personal or everyday life.
• communicate needs, emotions and feelings in formal and informal conversations.
• speak fluently/sign proficiently for effective communication on cultural issues

Reading
• read dialogues, narratives, descriptions, letters, and authentic material.
• respond to written questions showing ability to recall, comprehend, apply, analyse, synthesise and evaluate.

Writing
• write formal and informal letters, e-mails, messages, narratives and descriptions with grammatical accuracy. • write
guided compositions: memos, speeches, reports, articles and pictures in a style and register appropriate to 
the subject matter.
• use vocabulary, syntax, grammar, punctuation and spelling correctly.

9.2 Scheme of assessment
The syllabus’ scheme of assessment is grounded on the principle of inclusivity. Arrangements, accommodations and
modifications must be visible in both continuous and summative assessments to enable candidates with special needs
to access assessments and receive accurate performance measurement of their ability.
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CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT

Continuous Assessment will be assessed as follows:

 

    
  

 
  

       
 
LEVEL ASSESSMENT TASK FREQUENCY WEIGHTING 

Form 1 
Speaking   1 per term 

5% Listening comprehension 1 per term 
Writing project 1 per term 

Form 2 
Speaking  1 per term 

5% Reading proficiency  1 per term 
Writing project 1 per term 

Form 3 
Speaking  1 per term 

10% Reading proficiency  1 per term 
Writing project 1 per term 

Form 4 
Speaking  1 per term 

10% Listening comprehension 1 per term 
Writing project 1 per term 

TOTAL  30% 
 

  
 

      
 

   Writing and Translation     90 marks 
P        70 marks 

P         40 marks 
 

9.2.2 SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Candidates must offer three papers:
Paper 1  Writing and Translation                             90 marks
Paper 2  Listening and Reading Comprehension    70 marks
Paper 3  Speaking                                                   40 marks

Description of Papers

Paper 1 Writing and Translation (2 hours 15 minutes)
Candidates must answer 3 questions, one from each Section

Section 1:   Composition based on a series of pictures to depict a story to be written in the past tense in 140 to 150 
words/ pinyin or 80 to 100 characters for Chinese  [30 marks]

Section 2:    Either(i)a letter(formal or informal ) in 150 words/ pinyin or 80 to 100 characters for Chinese Or [30 
marks]
(ii) a composition based on an outline given in English      [30 marks]

Section 3:   Translation of a passage from target language to English [30 marks]

Paper 2 Listening and Reading Comprehension (1 1⁄2 hours)
There will be two sections, with a break of 5 minutes between sections

Section 1 Listening Comprehension (45 minutes)
Recorded/live reading by the teacher will be followed by questions and answers in target language [30 marks]

Section 2 Reading (45 minutes)
A passage or passages of continuous prose with questions to be answered in the target language  [40 marks]

Paper 3 Speaking (10 minutes per candidate)
To be conducted by the teacher. The exam must be recorded

Section 1 Role Play (3 – 4 minutes)
Candidates will be expected to initiate and continue a dialogue or dialogues based on guidelines given in English
[20 marks]

Guidelines will be given to the candidate prior to the interview to prepare. 10 minutes will be allowed.
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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT (70%)

Section 2 General Conversation (6 – 7 minutes)
Candidates will be expected to answer a range of questions on matters of personal interest and
experience [20 minutes]

The setting and designing of test items in Foreign Languages is guided and informed by the
skills weighting chart and the specification grid.

 

    
  

            
 
         
                     
 
                   
 
         
                    [20 minutes] 
        

   
                       

 
   

 
Writing and Translation  30%  
Listening and Reading Comprehension 20% 
Speaking 20% 
Total  70% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.3 Assessment model 
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Glossary
Characters pictorial orthographic system used in Chinese

ICT tools    computer, projectors, recorders, speakers, interactive boards, laptops, cellphones, tablets, 
cassettes, radio, televisions, CDs

Measurements words    special grammatical words used in Chinese

Pinyin the phonetic transcription of Chinese words using Latin letters

Tone Pitch
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